
 

         

 

 

Q: Should I install a Rain Garden in my 
yard? 
A: Make sure your yard has the correct 
drainage conditions—use a simple 
percolation test to tell. 

What is a rain garden? 

Rain gardens are depression gardens designed and 
located to receive water runoff from a roof, 
driveway, or lawn.  They work with nature to 
collect, filter and infiltrate runoff, while 
showcasing a variety of colorful and low-
maintenance plants.   

Why are they important? 

Impervious surfaces such as rooftops, driveways, 
sidewalks and roads prevent rainwater from 
soaking into the ground.  When it rains on these 
hard surfaces, this water becomes storm water 
runoff, which picks up pollutants left on the 
ground—pet waste, excess fertilizers, litter, oil, 
gasoline—and sweeps them downstream. Storm 
water runoff is currently the greatest threat to 
water quality. 

Want to know more? Go to A Guide to Rain Gardens in South 
Carolina at www.clemson.edu/extension/raingarden 

Dig a hole 6” deep by 6” 
wide. Fill to the top with 
water. If the water is 
gone in 24 hours or less, 
you have good soil for a 
rain garden.  
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Rain Garden Plants  

Daylilly  Hemerocallis 
Black eyed susan  Rudbeckia  hirta 
Butterfly weed  Asclepias tuberosa 
Swamp Milkweed  Asclepias incarnata 
Ironweed  Vernonia fasciculata 
Switchgrass  Panicum virgatum 
 

Painting by Dana 
Gonzalez from the 
Lakeland Master 
Gardeners’ sign 
located at 
Greenwood’s Rain 
Garden at the Jury 
Parking Lot at 
Edgefield and Oak 
Avenue 

Bee Balm Monarda 
Joe Pye Weed   Eupatorium fistulosum 
Summersweet Clethra 
Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis 
Blue Cardinal Flower Lobelia siphilitica 
Baptisia 
Spiderwort Tradescantia 

 Rain garden plants are more than environmentally useful.  They’re also beautiful and easy to 
grow.  If possible, choose a spot for your rain garden you can see from inside your home.  
Use pollinator plants to provide for all pollinators like beetles, bees, butterflies, flies, moths, 
and hummingbirds.  Add bird houses and bee nesting boxes too! Two inches of shredded 
bark mulch applied twice a year is best to keep weeds down.  Large bark or leaves are not 
recommended because they float. 
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